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and launched her first collection at the 
end of 2008. “In my work I am still 
learning though,” says Vacik. “I don’t see 
that ever changing. I always want to be 
open to new things.” 

Vacik’s family is from the former 
Southern Indian colonies. However, she 
grew up in Cheshire and her new 
collection reflects her Anglo Indian/Irish 
origins and her love of rich and vibrant 
coloured stones. “As a designer you learn 
to be affected by everything that you see, 
and so travel becomes almost like a 
profession in itself,” says Vacik. “I look for 
the stories that places have to tell.” 

For example, the colours in her 
Courtesan ring are taken from the 
Cathedral of Saint Sophie in Istanbul. 
“The name of the piece denotes a lady of 
great spirit, who I imagined lived at the 
time of the Turkish empire and who was 
adored by a great Sultan,” she says.

Vacik acknowledges that the biggest 
challenge she has faced to date in her 
career – the economy – has been out of 
her control, but approaches it with a 
positive attitude. “You just have to soldier 
on, there is no point in stalling,” she says. 
“But I do find it disconcerting that no 
political party has any clear ideas about 
helping small businesses.”

She plans to continue developing her 
passion for jewellery design and precious 
stones while she rides out the economic 
storm. “I can also see myself devoting 
time and effort to helping British creative 
talent promote their fabulous skills, both 
here and abroad,” she says, keen for 
others to share her sense of achievement. 
“Nothing tops the feeling you get when 
you see your first collection realised after 
all that study and hard work.” 

In difficult economic times, you may 
have to work twice as hard to be a 
success, but as far as Vacik is concerned, 
all the input is worth it in the end. And 
for her, this is only the beginning. l
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Carri Vacik
This new designer is brightening up a struggling industry with 
her combination of coloured stones and statement designs

For a new company launching in 
a time of economic upheaval, 
determination, a clear focus 
and self-belief are more 

important than ever to succeed. Luckily 
for designer Carri Vacik, she has all of 
this in spades, even though the jewellery 
world was something she entered into 
quite by chance. 

Since her husband’s family were 
precious stone dealers, she first decided 
to study gemmology purely from an 
aesthetic point of view. However, it later 
occurred to her that she could combine 
her knowledge of gemstones with her 
natural design talent, inspiring her to 
develop her own collections. 

After achieving her FGA qualification 
in January 2007 she undertook further 
studies in jewellery design at Holt’s 
Academy in London’s Hatton Garden, 

Q&A

Whose work do you admire in the 
jewellery world? New York jeweller 
Geoffrey Good for being so 
unconventional and extraordinary, and 
Hutton Wilkinson for creating fantasy.
Who do you admire in the fashion 
world? The photographer Irving  
Penn for creating glamour, magic and 
mystery. In terms of fashion designers, 
I admire Alexander McQueen and 
Vivienne Westwood for being absolute 
masters of their trade and creating 
innovative and unique collections time 
and time again. 
How would you describe your 
style? It’s a mixture of the modern and 
ancient worlds. East meets West and a 
little bohemian.
What are your biggest 
inspirations? My inspirations are 
always associated with beautiful, 
exotic, powerful women and different 
and faraway places. I am particularly 
influenced by colour, shape and the 
historical links of a place. 
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Clockwise from 
top: Vacik’s 
Isfahan, 
Gardens of 
Babylon, 
Adventuress 
and Ishtar rings
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